
Writing an effective 
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Engagement Officer



We will look at

•What a personal statement is for

•How to get started

•What to include

•Where to start with nothing to include





Your journey
March: prospectus 

published, HE fairs start

September: 
applications open

June: open 
days start

October: early 
deadline for 
medicine, 
veterinary science, 
dentistry and 
Oxbridge

February: 
offer-holder 

visit days begin

March: student 
finance 

applications 
open

May/June: 
decision deadline

May: 
offer deadline, 
student finance 

applications close

August: results, 
confirmation and 

clearing

September: 
term starts

January: 
Main UCAS 

deadline



Application process
Universities consider:

•achieved academic performance

•predicted academic performance

•personal statement and teacher reference

•any extenuating circumstances

•possible interviews / admissions tests / portfolios / 
auditions etc



What is the Personal Statement?



The specifics
•Only 4,000 characters or 47 lines

•Same one for each choice

•75% should be subject-based

•25% should be about you as a person



Structure

•Discuss:

•your interest in the subject
•super-curricular activity
•relevant work experience
•your current studies
•extra-curricular activities



Getting started on the Personal Statement



Stage 1 

1. Subject(s) you 
are interested in



Stage 2 

Psychology

2. Specific areas

Memory

Stages of 
attachment 
(Schaffer)

Social exchange 
theory



Stage 3 

1. Subject(s) you 
are interested in

2. Specific areas

3. Why? / What?
Improving the accuracy 
of eyewitness testimony

To secure a 
greater number of 

convictions

Stages of attachment (Schaffer)
Memory

High external validity of 
study

Designing research to 
respond to varied  
demographic and 

population changes



Stage 4 

1. Subject(s) you 
are interested in

2. Specific areas

3. Why? / What?

4. ExperienceStages of attachment 
witnessed on 

placement within a 
nursery setting

Listening to the 
PsychCrunch podcast 

about how to understand 
your cat



Extra-curricular and skills



Remember to…
•Choose your subject(s) before you start writing

•Complete super-curricular exploration before 

starting to write

•Think about your audience

•Check spelling, punctuation and grammar

•Get feedback

•Redraft



Avoid…

•Mentioning any university by name

•Any misleading information 

•Plagiarism

•Cliches 

•Leaving it until the last moment



Upcoming Events

DU online conferences
• Year 12, ‘Your Journey to HE: 

Why Exeter?” conference, 
Saturday 22nd June

Open Days
• 29th May 2024 – Penryn Campus, Cornwall

• 31st May 2024 – Exeter Campuses, Devon

• 1st June 2024 - Exeter Campuses, Devon



Summary 



@DiscoverUniExe

exeter.ac.uk/discoveruniversity



For Parents and Supporters
• We offer a programme of FREE online webinars 

designed especially for parents, guardians, carers, 
relatives and supporters.

• Supporting an Application to University
22nd May 2024

• Applying to the University of Exeter
26th September 2024
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