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My university experience
2011 A Levels

Geography (A)
Geology (A)
Biology (A)
Chemistry (C)
EPQ (A*)

2011-2014 
University of Southampton 
BSc Oceanography (First Class Honours) 
• Took modules in Ocean and Earth Science and Geography 
• Went on to specialise in Ocean Biogeochemistry 

2014-2017
Durham University 
University College
PGCE in Secondary Geography
MA Education (Merit) 

2019-2021
University College London  - Institute of Education
MBA Educational Leadership International (Distinction)



Why study Geography or a related discipline? 

Geographers...

Gather data

Analyse 
data

Evaluate 
patterns

Draw 
conclusions

Present 
information

Solve 
problems



Geography at University 

BA Geography

• BA = Bachelor of Arts

• Based in Human Geography

• Study of populations, societies and their interactions with 
landscapes

• Tend to be no subject specific entry requirements – 
perhaps you might study other humanities subjects, 
Maths is also helpful – but by no means essential

• Tend to involve statistical analysis of large data sets using 
software packages.

BSc Geography

• BSc = Bachelor of Science

• Based in Physical Geography

• Study of physical processed and landforms, as well as 
assessing the impact of human activity on environments 
and sustainability challenges. 

• Tend to be no subject specific requirements, though you 
may already study a science subject at A Level or ESS, 
Biology or Chemistry at IB SL/HL – check entry 
requirements. 

• Tend to involve more lab work and Geographical 
Information Systems

Geography at most universities is split into BA and BSc courses. Typically, these courses share a common first year 
and then split into separate disciplines from the second year onwards. It is not uncommon for people to change 
between the two courses after arrival at university. 

Some universities offer straight BA Human and BSc Physical courses – focusing exclusively on one side of the 
subject from day one. 



Geology
• A science discipline – some universities will ask for two science subjects (Geography 

counts) +  Biology/Chemistry/Physics/Maths/ESS (IB Only).

• Will involve lab work and practical workshops as well as lectures. If value for money is a 
factor – you often get much more teaching time on these sorts of courses. 

• Very strong career prospects – Geology grads in industry among the highest paid – up 
there with Computer Science/Economics. 

• Leads into careers in:
• Mining

• Nuclear and renewable energy

• Water resource management

• Space agencies

• Petrochemicals

• Engineering

• Natural Hazard

• Climate science



Environmental Science

• Less science based than Geology – Geography is usually 
considered a ‘science’ when applying for Environmental Science.

• Still involves practical work in labs alongside lectures. 

• Tends to straddle Biology and Geography.

• Ideal if you want to make your degree more bespoke and take 
modules out of different departments within a university. 

• Careers can include: 

• Environmental engineer

• Environmental health and safety specialist

• Sustainability officer.

• Environmental lawyer

• Air pollution analyst

• Wildlife biologist

• Environmental consultant

• Geoscientist

• Environmental microbiologist

• Hydrologist

Politics

Biology

Law

Geography

Medical Science

Vocational



When choosing courses and universities…

No two Geography courses are the same…

• Contact time – more important than you think!

• Optional modules – and their pre-requisites

• Fieldwork trips

• Academics in the department

• Research areas

• Year in industry/abroad?



BA Geography
Exeter



BSc Geography Southampton BA/Sc Geography Newcastle

BA Geography 
KCL



A word on 
Geography 
internationally…
• QS Top 100 rankings comparing 

“Geography” courses are unhelpful.

• Liberal Arts 

• Global Studies

Miss Harris read Global Governance, 
Economics and Development at the 
University of Leiden, Netherlands – talk 
to her if you need more advice about 
what Geography-related subjects look 
like overseas. 



Not just about the Russell Group…

BA/BSc Entry: BBB/30
Founded in 2000 and 
Headquartered at UEA with nearly 
100 members ranging from PhD 
researchers to Professors, the 
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change 
Research represents a substantial 
body of the UK’s expertise on 
sustainable responses to climate 
change from across the scientific, 
engineering, social science and 
economic communities.

BA/BSc Entry: ABB/32

BA/BSc Entry: BCC/29

Courses with great teaching – c. 90% student 
satisfaction & lecturers who have visited Teddies

BA/BSc Entry: ABB/32

BA/BSc Entry: ABB/32



Geography is competitive – what is it about 
Geography you are actually interested in?
Courses which are more specifically focussed on a particular area of the subject tend to be less competitive. 

This is not a bad thing, especially if you know which bits of the subject really interest you….!

BA/BSc Geography: AAA/38
BSc Urban Studies: AAB/36
BSc Geology: AAB/36

BA/BSc Geography: Subject specific – AAB-ABB/36-32
Population Sciences: ABB/32
Geology: Subject specific - ABB-BBB

BA/BSc Geography: ABB/33
Environment and Planning: BBB/31

BA Geography: AAB/32 (665 HL)
BSc Geography and Urban and Regional Planning: ABB/32 (655 HL)
BSc Geology ABB/32 (655 HL) – only need 1 science (inc. Geog). 



What do I need to be doing?

Login for: The Times, The Economist, NewScientist 

Password: TeddiesLibrary1



Any Questions?
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